CHAPTEE VI.
JSHTRO-GLYOERINK.
PBOPEBTIES OF Nrnio-GLYCKKiNK
As early as 184-7 the combination known under
this designation was produced by treating glycerine
with nitric acid, and its explosive qualities were also
recognized. This combination was also called pyro-
glycerine as a reminder of its analogy with pyr-
oxylin or gun cotton which also possesses the property
of exploding violently.
The explosive qualities of nitrated, glycerine, how-
ever, remained totally ignored until 1863, when the
Swede, Nobel, applied it to the science of blasting.
The so-called Nobel explosive oil is nothing but
nitro-glycerine, and to Nobel, though he did not dis-
cover it, must be attributed the merit of having pro-
duced it on a large scale and applied it as an explosive.
The actual application of this oil as an explosive
dates, however, only from that period (1807) when it
was possible to produce it in such a form that the
handling of this substance was no longer accompanied
with such great risk as in the case of the explosive
oil pure and simple.